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and in Isvara-kaula's spelling is written "^IWx. Before his
time it was not customary to indicate this aspiration in writing,
and accordingly Stein B spells this word as IJrf^, and so on
in other cases.

Lalla's songs were composed in an old form of the Kashmiri
language/ but it is not probable that we have them in the
exact form, in which she uttered them. The fact that they
have been transmitted by word of mouth prohibits such a
supposition. As the language changed insensibly from
generation to generation, so must the outward form of
the verses have changed in recitation. But, neverthelesss
respect for the authoress and the .metrical form of the songs
have preserved a great many archaic forms of expression.2

As already said, Lalla was a devout follower of the Kashmir
school of Yoga Saivism. Very little is yet known in Europe
concerning the tenets of this form of Hinduism, and we have
therefore done our best to explain the many allusions by
notes appended to each verse. In addition to these9 the
following general account of the tenets of this religion has
been prepared by Dr. Barnett, whick will, we hope, throw
light on what is a somewhat obscure subject.

1  Kashmiri, as a distinct language, is much older than I/ally's time.
A still more ancient form is*preserved by Kalhana (twelfth century A.D.)
in Rajatarangima v. 398.   See Stein's .note to his translation of the
passage.

2  This matter of Lalla's language  is  considered  at length in
Appendix II.